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Twitter’s China chief steps down after just eight months in the role
By Daily Telegraph Reporter

TWITTER’S manager for China, whose 
appointment just eight months ago 
sparked controversy, has announced 
her resignation.

Kathy Chen, appointed in April as 
general manager for the China region, 
which comprises mainland China, 

Hong Kong, Macau and Taiwan, made 
the announcement on her own Twitter 
account.

“Now that the Twitter APAC team 
(Asia-Pacific team in Singapore) is 
working directly with Chinese adver-
tisers, this is the right time for me to 
leave the company,” she said.

Like other Western platforms such 

as YouTube, Facebook and Instagram,
Twitter is inaccessible in mainland 
China, blocked by the communist re-
gime’s system of internet censorship.

Unable to reach local users, Twitter 
has tried to persuade Chinese compa-
nies and media to open accounts to 
reach a global audience. Large groups 
such as the telecoms giant Huawei and 

state media have made their appear-
ance on the platform. 

Ms Chen said that over the past two 
years, Twitter’s advertising base in the 
China region had grown almost 400 
per cent. Her resignation comes two 
months after Twitter announced it was 
cutting 9 per cent of its global work-
force and as the company struggles to 

attract new users. Human rights activ-
ists and NGOs had taken issue with Ms 
Chen’s resume when she was appoint-
ed. In the 1980s and 1990s she worked 
as a computer engineer for the Chinese 
army. Critics were also dismayed by 
her call on her appointment for “closer 
partnership” with Communist Party-
backed state media.

Status update Mark Zuckerberg, the Facebook founder, has said he is no longer an atheist 
and that religion is “very important” after years of claiming no faith. It comes after a year in 
which Zuckerberg, who was raised Jewish, met Pope Francis, above, and praised Buddhism.
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Ginsters maker 
gobbles up pasty 
rival saved from 
administration  
By Julia Bradshaw

FOOD giant Samworth Brothers has 
bought West Cornwall Pasty Company 
in a multi-million pound deal just three 
years after the Cornish baker was res-
cued out of administration by a fund 
backed by former England footballer 
Danny Mills.

The precise value of the deal has not 
been disclosed but it is thought Sam-
worth, whose major brands include 
Ginsters pasties, has paid in the region 
of several million pounds for its retail-
ing peer. 

As well as the brand, the acquisition 
includes West Cornwall Pasty Compa-
ny’s 33 fully owned outlets in rail sta-
tions and high streets, as well as its 19 
franchised shops in Moto motorway 
service stations.

West Cornwall Pasty Company, 
which still makes all of its pasties in 
Cornwall and generated £12.5m of sales 
last year, ran into trouble three years 
ago, blaming its problems on the intro-
duction of the so-called “pasty tax”, 
which imposed VAT on pasties, as well 
as on weak trading at a number of its 
retail outlets.

In 2014 it was bought out of adminis-
tration by Enact, a fund controlled by 
private equity house Endless and 
backed by Mr Mills. 

The firm set about changing the 
group’s strategy by opening outlets in 
sports stadiums, expanding its coffee 
range and refreshing the brand to lure 
in more customers. The Truro-based 
firm has improved its fortunes since 

then, narrowing losses in its last finan-
cial year to £195,000, from a loss of 
more than £800,000 in the year be-
fore.

Chris Cormack, investment director 
at Enact, said the two companies had 
been in formal discussions over a po-
tential deal since September and that 
Enact had also been approached by a 
handful of other interested parties, in-
cluding companies and private equity 
investors.

The West Cornwall Pasty Company 
was the first business Enact purchased 
after it was founded in January 2014 to 
make investments of up to £5m in small 
and medium-sized companies in need 
of a turnaround. It is also Enact’s first 
disposal.

Samworth owns a number of busi-
nesses supplying desserts, sandwiches 
and ready meals to supermarkets and 
food outlets. Melton Foods, its 
sandwich-making operation, produces 
more than 1.5 million sandwiches a 
week.

Peter Smedley, an analyst at Pan-
mure Gordon, said the deal would 
further diversify Samworth’s opera-
tions. The company is already the UK’s 
largest savoury pastry producer and 
the addition of West Cornwall Pasty 
Company will open up a new distribu-
tion channel. “It’s far from being a 
transformational deal for Samworth,” 
he said “But it is an interesting one be-
cause it will also take the company into 
owned retail, as opposed to  just sup-
plying third party retailers and food 
service providers.”

By Cara McGoogan 

NEW technology for electric vehicles 
could eliminate the need to navigate 
plugs and wires for refuelling. Ford has 
unveiled a wireless system that will let 
drivers charge their cars by simply 
pulling into a parking space. 

The wireless charging technology, 
which has only been available for 
smaller gadgets such as phones and 
smartwatches, means that electric car 
drivers in Europe can park-and-charge 
without the need of a plug. 

The company said the system had 
been designed to prevent drivers from 
forgetting to recharge and to allow 
small fuel boosts when time is tight. 

“Innovative services can be as im-
portant to customers as the electrified 
vehicles themselves,” said Hua Thai-
Tang of Ford’s electric vehicle division. 

“We are investing in solutions to 
help private customers as well as 
commercial fleet owners seamlessly 
incorporate these new vehicles and 
technologies into their lives.”

The technology is available as part of 
a pilot in Europe and the US, with cus-
tomers being able to locate the wireless 
charging parking spaces through an 
app called FordPass. The company is 
yet to reveal which major European cit-
ies will be part of the trial. 

The news comes as Ford provided 
more details on the fleet of electric ve-
hicles it will release in the next five 
years, as well as two electric police ve-
hicles. 

The company said it is working on 
better capabilities for lorries and com-
mercial vehicles, as well as fuel effi-
ciency. It will also build an “ultra-fast” 
charging network, including 400 sites 
in Europe, in the “near term”. 

As it announced the scheme, Ford 
also cancelled plans to build a new 
$1.6bn plant in San Luis Potosi, Mexico. 

The American company instead in-
tends to invest $700m in expanding its 
Michigan plant, following complaints 
over jobs leaving the manufacturing 
hub. The expansion will create 700 
new jobs and establish a centre of inno-
vation. 

Ford unveils 
wireless 
charging for 
electric cars

Hua Thai-Tang, of 
Ford’s electric vehicle 
division: ‘Innovative 
services can be as 
important as the 
vehicles themselves’


